
Qualifications for the Selection of Elders from Titus 1:5-9

Note: Additional elder qualifications are found in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and 1 Peter 5:1-4. These too should be taken into consideration. 

ESV/Greek Meaning
6 “above reproach”   ἀνέγκλητος blameless, good reputation, free of impropriety

“the husband of one wife”   μιᾶς γυναικὸς ἀνήρ faithful in the marriage relationship (lit., “a one-woman man”)

“his children are believers and not open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination”  

      “τέκνα ἔχων πιστά μὴ ἐν κατηγορίᾳ ἀσωτίας ἢ ἀνυπότακτα”

children are believers, and/or whose lives are not rebellious and bring disrepute     
upon the Gospel

7 “above reproach”  “ἀνέγκλητον” blameless, good reputation, free of impropriety

“must not be arrogant”   “μὴ αὐθάδη” not self-willed and self-absorbed, overbearing, disregarding the interests of others

(not) “quick-tempered”   “μὴ ὀργίλον” not impatient, contentious, or given to sudden outbursts of anger

(not) “a drunkard”   “μὴ πάροινον” not addicted to wine

(not) “violent”   “μὴ πλήκτην” not a bully one who assails others

(not) “greedy for gain”   “μὴ αἰσχροκερδῆ” not fond of money or a pursuer of dishonest gain

8 “hospitable”   “φιλόξενον” a lover of strangers, ready to befriend

“a lover of good”   “φιλάγαθον” virtuous, ready to do what is beneficial to others

“self-controlled”   “σώφρονα” of sound mind, discreet, restraint over one’s thoughts andemotions

“upright”   “δίκαιον” conforming to right standards, righteous in one’s relationships with his fellow man

“holy”   “ὅσιον” personal piety, purity of thought, devout and reverent in one’s relationship with God

“disciplined”   “ἐγκρατῆ” moral strength and courage

9 “hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught”                                    

     “ἀντεχόμενον τοῦ κατὰ τὴν διδαχὴν πιστοῦ λόγου”                                 …..    

faithful to the Scriptures 

“…..so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine”                                    

     “ἵνα δυνατὸς ᾖ καὶ παρακαλεῖν ἐν τῇ διδασκαλίᾳ τῇ ὑγιαινούσῃ”            …..

the ability to faithfully and accurately teach the Scriptures

“…..and also to rebuke those who contradict it”     “καὶ τοὺς ἀντιλέγοντας ἐλέγχειν” the ability to expose the errors of false teachers 

—David Gough  2/7/23
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Additional notes:

—David Gough  2/7/23


